Pain management.
Both pancreatitis and pancreatic cancer patients suffer from severe pain. For the pancreatitis patient, pain is often the stimulus for going to the doctor to receive diagnosis. This pain originates from increased pressure in the pancreatic duct due to the inflammation and scarring associated with pancreatitis and/or inflammation of pancreatic nerves, since this organ is richly supplied with nerves and chronic inflammation in the area may also lead to the release of various substances that stimulate these nerves. In patients with unresectable pancreatic cancer, severe abdominal and back pain is a significant complication due to the spread of the disease to nerves in the surrounding area or pressure on nearby organs.